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British online gambling operator
Sportingbet is a British online gambling operator, owned by Entain plc. The company was listed on
the  London Stock Exchange and was a constituent of the FTSE SmallCap Index prior to its
acquisition by GVC holdings.
History [  edit ]
The company was founded by Mark Blandford in 1997.[2] Sportingbet acquired Paradise Poker in
October 2004.[3] On 7 September  2006 Sportingbet reported that its then chairman, Peter Dicks,
was detained in New York City on a Louisiana warrant while  traveling in the United States on
business unrelated to online gambling.[4] Louisiana is one of the few states that has  a specific law
prohibiting gambling online. In March 2007, all Louisiana warrants involving the company were
cancelled.[5]
In October 2006, Sportingbet  announced Paradise Poker would stop taking deposits from US
customers, although most would be allowed to continue to play for  another month.[6] Additionally,
Sportingbet sold all its US-facing sports betting and casino businesses, including Sportsbook and
Sports, to a group  of private investors forR$1, and an assumption ofR$13.2 million in debts.[7]
In February 2007, Sportingbet announced it was eliminating its Paradise  Poker software and
migrating players to its Sportingbet Poker platform. Prior to this, the two platforms had
approximately the same  number of players, but the Sportingbet platform had higher liquidity
because that platform was part of a larger network. The  brand name of Paradise Poker was
retained.[8]
In 2008, Netbet (Pty) Ltd, a company in South Africa, licensed the Sportingbet brand  for online
gambling in South Africa.
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In October 2012, Sportingbet announced its board had agreed to preliminary terms for a £530 
million takeover bid from UK bookmaker William Hill and Isle of Man-based GVC Holdings.[9]
Under the terms, Sportingbet's Australian and  Spanish operations were bought by William Hill.[10]
Operations [ edit ]
Sportingbet operates local-focused sportsbooks, virtual games and casino sites, and the  online
poker cardroom, Paradise Poker. Overall, the company has over 2.5 million registered customers
in 200 countries, who place over  one million bets (casino, poker, sports and virtual games) per
day.
Sportingbet operates several websites. The largest of these are wholly  owned and operated by
Sportingbet. They also use a system similar to a franchise, in which independent website
operators use  Sportingbet's centralised software, financial services, trading, and customer service
under license. These web sites receive a cut of the profits  their customers generate.
Sportingbet's corporate offices are located in Guernsey. They also have offices and call centres in
the Republic of  Ireland and Costa Rica. The PLC is located in Moorgate, London.
The company sponsored Premier League, Championship and League One football  team
Wolverhampton Wanderers from the 2009–10 season until the 2013–14 season.[11] This link-up
with a football club first began in  January 2009, when Bulgarian football club Slavia Sofia
announced a 3-year sponsoring deal. As a result, the logo of the  company appeared on the club's
shirts for the 2008–09, 2009–10 and 2010–11 seasons of the Bulgarian A PFG. Sportingbet also 
sponsored Steaua Bucuresti of Romania for the 2009–10 and 2010–11 season. The logo also
appeared on Steaua Bucuresti II, Steaua's  reserve team's shirt, which now plays in Liga.
Sportingbet also sponsored division 1 Victorian amateur football team Banyule FC for  the
2010–2011 seasons.[12]
PAOK FC[13] (2024–2024)
CFR Cluj (2024–present)
Série B[14] (2024)
Copa Libertadores[15] (Brazil only) (2024–present)
Copa Sudamericana[15] (Brazil only) (2024–present)
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The Mega-Sena is the largest lottery in Brazil, organised by the Caixa Econmica Federal bank
since March 1996.
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Israeli military retira su división 98vo de Khan Younis en
Gaza después de meses de enfrentamientos intensos

El ejército israelí ha  retirado sus fuerzas terrestres de Khan Younis en el sur de Gaza después de
meses de enfrentamientos feroces.
Las Fuerzas de  Defensa de Israel (IDF) anunciaron el domingo que su 98.a división había
"concluido su misión" en Khan Younis. La división  está abandonando la Franja de Gaza para
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"recuperarse y prepararse para operaciones futuras".
La IDF agregó que "una fuerza importante dirigida  por la 162.a división y el batallón Nahal
continúa operando en la Franja de Gaza y preservará la libertad de  acción de las IDF y su
capacidad para llevar a cabo operaciones precisas basadas en inteligencia."
Un equipo a lo largo  de la frontera donde las tropas ingresan y abandonan Gaza no ha visto aún
grandes números de tropas que se  retiren, pero ha visto un gran número de tanques que se
retiran de Khan Younis durante la noche. Ahora están  estacionados en la frontera de Gaza e
Israel.
Un brigada israelí típica tiene aproximadamente algunos mil tropas, pero todavía no está  claro
precisamente cuántos soldados israelíes se han retirado de Gaza.
Hasta enero, la 98.a división era la división más grande de  la historia de las FDI, ya que se había
reforzado específicamente para luchar contra Hamás en Khan Younis.
Cuando se le  preguntó sobre las razones de la retirada, el IDF se negó a comentar. El IDF no
comentó tampoco si esto  significa que no hay más fuerzas en el suelo en el sur de Gaza.
También está por verse qué significa la  retirada para los planes de invasión de Israel a Rafah, la
parte más meridional de Gaza que se ha convertido  en un refugio para cientos de miles de
palestinos. Israel ha dicho que una incursión en Rafah es esencial para  lograr su objetivo de
eliminar a Hamás de Gaza.
La radiodifusora pública israelí y el afiliado Canal 11 informaron el domingo  que las fuerzas
restantes estarían ubicadas a lo largo de la llamada Autopista Netzarim, una ruta que divide a la 
Franja de Gaza en dos. Nombrada después del asentamiento israelí anterior de Netzarim en
Gaza, la autopista interseca una de  las dos principales carreteras norte-sur de Gaza, Salaheddin
Street, para crear una importante intersección estratégica y central.
Antes de retirarse, el  IDF dijo el domingo que los comandos habían allanado y buscado más de
cien ubicaciones en el barrio Al-Amal de  Khan Younis, donde encontraron un túnel largo y
"eliminaron a terroristas". No podemos verificar de forma independiente esas afirmaciones.
Esta es  una historia en desarrollo y se actualizará.
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