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One of the biggest novelties that online poker brought to the game is the vast selection

of game formats available to players. While live poker rooms usually only offer a

handful of choices to the players, online poker sites offer a variety of stakes and

game types to pick from.

SNG poker became one of the most popular variants in the early

days of online games, as operators pushed this format heavily, and players quickly fell

in love with it.

In this guide to poker SNGs, we will take a look at what is sit and go

poker is, how to play it, and how to think about these games compared to MTTs, cash
games, and other game formats.

If you are new to online poker and looking to specialize

in one game type, keep reading and find out why SNG poker might be the right choice and
how best to adapt to it.

What Is Sit and Go Poker?

The name sit and go (SNG, sit ‘n go)

stands for a particular type of tournament poker that slightly differs from a classic
tournament you might see in your local card room. Unlike such scheduled events, SNGs
don't start at a particular time but kick off when enough players register for a

game.

The number of players needed for an SNG poker game to start can be anywhere
between two and several hundred, but in each case, the game will only start when enough
players are registered.

A sit-and-go tournament usually has a fixed prize pool as well,

although some poker sites have introduced "on demand" SNGs where the prize pool can
grow when additional players register after the event starts.

A typical SNG features

fairly fast blind levels and finishes in between one and two hours, making such games a
lot more convenient for recreational players or part-time grinders.

Yet, SNGs retain

the traits of tournament poker, which means you will still benefit from understanding
concepts such as ICM but will not have to play a single game for countless hours only

to receive a min-cash after a brutal bust out.
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Types of Poker SNG Games

If you open the

SNG lobby on any major online poker site, you will notice many different types of SNGs
listed there.

For starters, you will find games at many buyin levels, ranging from

micro stakes likeR$0.10 orR$0.50 all the way up toR$500 orR$1,000 entry fee. Beyond
that, SNGs can be played with different numbers of players, and you will be offered
many options.

Some of the most popular single-table SNG variations include:

Heads-up

SNGs (two players),

6-max SNGs (six players),

Full-ring SNGs (nine players)

Big online

poker sites like GGpoker also offer multi-table SNGs with multiple tables. These games
can require anywhere between 18 and 360 players to start and offer much bigger prize
pools.

Besides the number of players in the SNG, different games will feature different

blind levels, with most sites typically offering hyper-turbo, turbo, normal, and slow
blinds.

The main difference between these SNG types will be their duration, with

hyper-turbo and turbo games finishing fast but allowing you to see fewer hands
throughout the game.

As an SNG player, you will have an incredible amount of choice and

will be able to pick and choose the games you enjoy playing and have the biggest edge
in.

SNG Poker vs. MTTs & Cash Games

More often than not, new poker players tend to

prefer playing poker SNGs to scheduled tournaments or cash games, and there are several
reasons for that.

Compared to scheduled tournaments which can see thousands of players

register to play, SNGs always have a limited number of players and tend to finish quite
quickly. This is an ideal setting for a novice player just looking to play some poker

but not necessarily spend the entire night grinding it out.

What's even more, there is

less pressure in SNGs, as even the final table of a multi-table SNG will not have
massive pay jumps as an MTT might have.

With this in mind, the skill required to play

SNGs effectively is also lesser. Playing in SNGs, you will not be put to the test for a

lot of money often, and your decisions will be relatively linear in value throughout

the game.

In comparison to cash games, SNGs offer more short-term rewards, as winning a
game will win you several buyins for a single table and up to a few dozen buyins for a
multi-table SNG.

Furthermore, SNG poker is much easier to master, as shorter average

stacks throughout the game allow for less maneuvering space and make every play simpler
and clear cut.

While playing SNGs profitably is certainly not simple, it could be said

that out of the three big poker variants, SNG poker requires a skill set that is

easiest and fastest to learn, which makes it appealing to novice players who are
looking for a game type where they can quickly hold their own against more experienced
opponents.

ROI, Hourly Win Rates, and Variance in SNGs



If you want to become a

sit-and-go poker player, you will have to learn how to track your progress and winnings
and know whether you are winning or losing in a particular game.

It is important to

understand that SNG poker is all about volume. The more games you can play, the better,
provided you are playing at a high enough level to beat the games.

Due to their fast

structure and limited winning potential in each game, SNGs are an extremely high
variance game where even the best winning players cannot hope to win more than 10-15%
of their buyin per game.

Winnings in SNG tournaments are measured by the same metric we

use for scheduled tournaments: return on investment (ROI).

ROl is the percentage of

your buyin you win every time you play a particular game. Calculating this stat is easy
for the tournaments you have played already, but you should also be able to predict
your future ROI once you play enough games.

For example, let's imagine you are

playingR$10 single table SNGs. The first step will be to play at least a few hundred of
these quick games to get a vague idea of how you are doing in them.

After 300 games,

you have paidR$3,000 in buyins and cashed outR$3,300 in total. This would mean you are
winning at a 10% ROI, as yourR$300 profit represents 10% of the overall money you
bought in for.

The next thing you should do is calculate your win rate per game (in

this case, it isR$0.30) and then calculate how many SNGs you can play in one hour to
get an idea of your hourly win rate.

Keep in mind that 300 SNGs are actually not nearly

enough to calculate your actual win rate, and you should probably play at least a few
thousand games before you can confidently determine your ROI.

What's more, an ROI of

10% in most SNG games these days is considered very high, and if you are winning at 3
or 4%, you are doing more than the majority of the field.

How to Play SNG Poker

If you

have decided that SNGs are the game format you wish to try to master, you will need to
learn quite a few skills and adapt to these tournaments before you can start

winning.

SNG tournaments are very fast in their nature, and there are a few basic

stages, with major adjustments needed in each phase.

We will briefly cover each phase

of an SNG tournament now and give you some key pointers that you should consider the
next time you play.

Early Stage SNG Play

In its early stages, SNG tournaments resemble

MTTs in many ways. You will start with 100 big blinds in your stack, often without an
ante in play, and well away from the money.

In this stage, you will want to play fairly

conservatively and straight-forward, as your incentive to steal the blinds is very

small. In early positions, you should only open and play your strongest hands while
slightly expanding your range as you get into the later positions.

You should be

mindful of playing easily dominated hands like AJ, KQ, or JT against raises and mostly
fold these hands when another player opens the pot.



Also, consider that the amount of

chips you need to accumulate to win an SNG is much smaller than in an MTT, which means
taking speculative lines and spots is less rewarding.

In the early stages, you will be

playing tight and aggressively while hoping that a recreational player will make a big
mistake and dump their chips your way to double you up.

Middle Stage SNG Play

As the

blinds start to escalate and the ante kicks in, you will need to expand your ranges and
start playing for the dead money more.

The chip stacks will quickly dwindle down to

20-30 big blinds on average, allowing you to take aggressive lines, such as shoving
over open raises from late positions, and punish any potential limpers.

While you

should be quite reluctant to bust out with a hand like AQ or TT in the early stages of
an SNG, the middle stages make such confrontations nearly inevitable.

Learning how to

play with short and middling stacks will be key for this part of the game, and this may
just be the most difficult period of an SNG to navigate properly.

Late Stage SNG

Play

This brings us to the late-stage play, which usually starts around the bubble in
single-table SNGs and on the final table of multi-table SNGs.

In the late stage, the

average stack will be very short, and your only play will often be to move all-in or
fold your cards, or call off an all-in from another player.

Fortunately, this type of

short stack play is fairly easy to learn with some simple push/fold charts, which you
should memorize by heart before you consider playing SNGs seriously.

You will also need

to learn as much as possible about the independent chip model (ICM), a very useful
concept in late-game situations and tournament final tables.

Combining proper

short-stack play with the right ICM decisions will make you an SNG champion, but it may
take many hours of practice before you get there.

The Swingy Nature of SNG

Poker

Perhaps the biggest discouraging factor for many new SNG players is the extreme
swings they often encounter in these games. Upon signing up with a new poker site,
players often manage to build up a bit of a bankroll in a good run and expect this run
to never stop.

However, SNGs are extremely swingy, and the variance in these games is

massive, which means even the biggest winners go on huge losing streaks.

If you want to

play SNGs for a living or grind them part-time, you must understand that long
downswings that will cost you dozens of buyins are inevitable.

The real artis in

recognizing when you are running badly and when you are playing badly and doing
everything you can to always play proper poker despite the way cards may be
falling.

Start Your SNG Journey Today

There is no way to put everything you need to

know about SNG poker into one article, which is why this guide serves only to point you



in the right direction.

If you want to get serious about SNGs, we recommend signing up

for a more extensive course, practicing both in play and in the lab, and dedicating
time to learning how to play each stage of an SNG correctly.

With enough effort, you

will be able to reach a point where you are steadily beating low to mid-stakes SNG
games, and further progress will depend on your continued dedication to the game.
Try

Pokercode For Free

If you have the feeling you need to sharpen up your game then

Pokercode is a great place to start. Sign up for a free account and set your first
steps towards becoming a better poker player.

By signing up for a free account you will

benefit from:

Access to a list of curated study content, including one of Fedor’s study

videos

Participate in our free public coaching

An inside look at how the Pokercode

community studies

Sign up and don’t miss out!
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Imagine saltar novibet fichas douradas um trem no sudoeste da China, viajando cerca de 2.000
milhas e chegando a Cingapura - menos que 30 horas depois.

Esse é o cenério que a China esta imaginando para Sudeste Asiatico como parte de novibet
fichas douradas Iniciativa do Cinturdo e Rota (BRI), um vasto programa internacional sobre
desenvolvimento da infraestrutura, langado ha mais uma década.

Em 2024, a ferrovia Laos-China de semi alta velocidade abriu para passageiros conectando o
centro comercial chinés sudoeste da cidade chinesa Kunming & capital laotiana Vientiane — uma
jornada cerca 10 horas que abrange uns 1.000 quildmetros (621 milhas) e as autoridades afirmam
ter aumentado um namero grandemente elevado dos viajantes chineses terrestres enquanto



beneficiava os fornecedores locais no pequeno pais sem litoral.

Também com a ajuda da China, o primeiro trem-bala do Sudeste Asiatico comegou operando na
Indonésia novibet fichas douradas outubro de 2024 apds anos e reveses que ligavam Jacarta a
Bandung no oeste Java.

Enquanto isso, um segundo projeto ferroviario de alta velocidade esta novibet fichas douradas
andamento na Tailandia que visa conectar a ferrovia Laos-China com Bangkok — mas agora
enfrenta mais atrasos e custos crescentes da constru¢ao. Langando por fases o governo
tailandés espera atualmente uma linha completa para estar operacional até 2028 O Governo
chinés néo detalha nenhum cronograma ndice

O projeto, visto por alguns analistas como uma "armadilha fiscal”, tem sido fonte de debate
acalorado e escrutinio na Tailandia. Com o governo concordando novibet fichas douradas arcar
com todo custo da construcao do edificio no valor total R$5 bilhées (179 bilhdo baht) para
primeira fase dos edificios (Reportado Reuters). A parte chinesa sera responsavel pela
instalacao sistemas design>e aquisigdo*de trens;

E quando essa linha estiver finalmente concluida, o plano é expandir para a Malasia do norte
onde se conectara a capital Kuala Lumpur antes de terminar 350 quildmetros ao sul novibet fichas
douradas Cingapura.

Em janeiro, as propostas de consércios locais e internacionais foram submetidas ao lucrativo
projeto. Mas empresas japonesaS como a East Japan Railway Co supostamente desistiram
depois que decidiram ser muito arriscado sem o apoio financeiro oficial do governo da Malasia ".
“A China ja possui a maior rede ferroviaria de alta velocidade do mundo e as empresas chinesas
h& muito tempo procuram vender ou exportar novibet fichas douradas tecnologia para outros
paises”, diz o analista Gary Bowerman, fundador da Check-in Asia.

O Sudeste Asiético € a escolha “ébvia” por causa de novibet fichas douradas proximidade com
China, acrescenta Bowerman.

Conectar cidades continentais de trem diretamente ao Laos e a outros paises do Sudeste
Asiético (abaixo da linha) tornara facil, vantajoso para os viajantes chineses — muitos que néo
estdo procurando viajar longas distancias por longos periodos. ”

Oferecendo tudo, desde templos antigos no Laos e praias intocadas na Tailandia a florestas
tropicais exuberantes novibet fichas douradas turné ecoldgica da Malasia. Sudeste Asiético tem
sido um grande atrativo para os viajantes chineses...

"Muitos paises compartilham fronteiras e longas histérias com a China", diz o economista politico
Pon Souvannaseng, professor assistente de estudos globais na Universidade Bentley nos EUA.
"A China, é claro que vé o Sudeste Asiatico como um mercado chave para exportagdo e uma
area-chave de seguranca', disse ele.

Curiosamente, a grande diaspora chinesa da regido € outro sorteio importante.

"Cidades como Penang e Malacca na Malasia, Phuket Old Town com templos ou arquitetura
foram construidas por imigrantes chineses que sdo muito populares entre os turistas devido a
suas ligagbes histéricas", diz Bowerman.

Somando-se a isso 0 aumento da popularidade das viagens ferroviarias — especialmente entre os
turistas chineses mais jovens, muitos dos quais estdo comprometidos com as viajar sustentaveis
e a procura de um nNovo sSenso para aventura.

Pan Wenbo, um praticante de seguranca 30 anos a partir Pequim diz que fazer uma viagem
épica trem através do Sudeste Asiatico desde seu pais novibet fichas douradas oposi¢céo ao voo
teria ser barato e oferecer muitas vistas panoramicas no caminho. O pan visitou Tailandia ;
Singapura - Vietna — Filipinas nos ultimos cinco ano (e disse estar interessado para explorar
outros paises da regido).

Outros, como a estudante universitaria Mei Wei tomaram dicas de viagem e inspiracdo dos
influenciadores populares novibet fichas douradas aplicativos chineses para redes sociais —
versao chinesa do TikToK - ou Youku.

Gracas a varios {sp}s de viagens que ela viu nos ultimos meses, Wei diz agora esta planejando
uma viagem para o Laos no verdo do Camboja e possivelmente na Tailandia.

Ela disse que esta particularmente animada com a viagem de trem.



"Nao sou grande fa de voar. Na China, adoro tomar trens porgque vOCé consegue ver mais no
ch&o (em comparacéo com estar novibet fichas douradas um avido vindo do alto) e viajar
diretamente para o coracéo das cidades."

“Também ajuda que os precos sejam geralmente consistentes e mais baratos doque reservar
voos quando vocé estd a mercé das companhias aéreas”, acrescenta.

Desafios e controvérsia, polémica;

A Iniciativa Cinturdo e Rota da China foi lan¢cada no inicio do mandato de Xi Jinping.

Além das ferrovias de alta velocidade, pontes maritimas e rodovia-estrada multibilionarias (USR$
1 bilh&o), portos aeroportos ou redes elétricas estdo desempenhando um papel fundamental na
criacdo da nova "Rota do Sel" que o Partido Comunista Chinés deseja.

Muitos desses projetos, como a ferrovia China-Laos foram projetados com interesses econémicos
novibet fichas douradas mente. De acordo a midia estatal chinesa a Ferroviaria Chinesa Laose
transportava cumulativamente 4 milhées de toneladas do frete até 2024 - um aumento anual
94,91% maior que o anterior

O economista politico Souvannaseng, que montou o trem meses apds 0S servicos de passageiros
langados novibet fichas douradas abril 2024 disse estar "muito claramente perto da construgéo
completa e inauguragdo” um projeto para transferéncia do transporte aéreo.

"Isso me lembra muito do Expresso Oriente e a maneira como beneficiou os impérios Habsburgo,
Otomano enquanto o interior dos territorios balcanicoS foram sobrecarregado com essa divida.
Projetos de infraestrutura financiados e apoiados pela China também sdo amplamente vistos com
suspeita, sendo criticado como tentativas por Pequim para aumentar a influéncia sobre os paises
vizinhos menores enquanto tém consequéncias financeiras macigcamente significativas.

"Pequim, eu acho que novibet fichas douradas ultima andlise quer ver os paises do Sudeste
Asiético dentro de novibet fichas douradas esfera da influéncia geopolitica. Esses projetos
sempre estiveram nos interesses estratégicos e geopoliticos", diz Souvannaseng que destaca o
fardo financeiro colocado sobre Laos apds seu projeto ferroviario multibilionario financiado pela
China

"Dinheiro que foi emprestado ao governo do Laos através de empréstimos soberanos chineses,
tem ser reembolsado e novibet fichas douradas breve. O impacto imediato dessa divida externa
para o laes é evidente no estresse recorrente da crise fiscal ; as consequéncias sao bastante
Obvia na sociedade latina."

Na Malasia, onde esta a decorrer o planeamento de uma ferrovia novibet fichas douradas alta
velocidade com Singapura vizinha a cidade da regido que se encontra actualmente na costa sul
do pais. Muitos especialistas tém continuamente manifestado forte oposi¢éo e tem estado
atentos sobre soberania; alguns tracaram paralelos ao West Kowloon estacao ferroviaria no
Hong Kong (que abriu para muita fanfarra), bem como controvérsia nos anos 2024.

O investimento de infraestrutura, que custa 10.75 bilh8es ddlares novibet fichas douradas
investimentos na infra-estrutura conecta Hong Kong a 44 destinos chineses continentais incluindo
grandes cidades como Pequim e Xangai mas também permite aplicar o direito chinés continental
numa secao da estacgao terminal do aeroporto internacional (HongKung), um acordo contencioso
com criticas publicas por minarem novibet fichas douradas autonomia;

Funcionérios de ambos os lados defenderam a estagéo e o trem como uma ferramenta para
aumentar as oportunidades econdmicas, um "meio conveniente do transporte transfronteirico”.
Mas criticos - muitos novibet fichas douradas Hong Kong- disseram que era algo néo desejado
nem solicitado.

"Tem a ver com medo, ressentimento e ansiedade sobre China (China) ou percepg¢des da
posi¢ao diminuida de Hong Kong novibet fichas douradas relacéo a china", disseram
especialistas no momento do seu inicio.

"Qualquer infraestrutura de pais estrangeiro certamente envolvera varios paises e governos,
além da questéo das soberanias ou leis", diz Wong Muh Rong diretor-gerente do escritério
Astramina Advisory novibet fichas douradas Kuala Lumpur. “Além dos custos que por si s6 sédo
uma coisa gigantesca nao algo facil para ser abordado.”

Wong reiterou que, embora houvesse "vantagens definitivas" para os trens de alta velocidade a



deciséo da construcdo e langcamento deve ser equilibrada com custos.

"No exemplo de uma linha ferroviaria entre a Malésia e Singapura, Cingapura provavelmente teria
apenas um ponto --a Malaysia terd mais", disse Wong a novibet fichas douradas . “Mas quem vai
ter o poder final? E se financiamento externo adicional vier da China isso tornaré as coisas ainda
maiores .

"Por enquanto, pelo menos ndo ha necessidade de uma linha ferroviaria novibet fichas douradas
alta velocidade entre a Malasia e Cingapura. Especialmente quando ja existem trens eficientes
com voos inferiores a trés horas; os custos sao muito altos para serem feitos."
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